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1 Introduction
Feminist philosophy encompasses a wide range of issues. Philosophers have used the tools of philosophy to
address questions of concern to feminism and feminists: for example, the constitution of genders, and social
and political issues such as marriage and abortion. Conversely, they have used the insights of feminism to
critique the practice and content of philosophy: for example, in developing feminist aesthetics. This course
will examine a range of contemporary work in feminist philosophy. We will start by considering the nature
of gender, then consider critiques of the practice of philosophy. We will then examine some feminist work in
epistemology and in aesthetics, before addressing questions of womens’ experience, including objectification
and marriage. By the end of the course, students will be acquainted with contemporary feminist philosophy,
and better able to apply its insights to academic and everyday contexts. The course emphasises the development
of students’ writing, intended for those with a background in philosophy, but no prior experience of feminist
philosophy.

2 Schedule and readings
Week Topic Reading
Week 1 Course Introduction n/a
Week 2 The construction of gender Beauvoir, ‘The Second Sex’.
Week 3 The construction of gender Haslanger, ‘Race and Gender...’.
Week 4 Gender essentialism Bach, ‘Gender is a Natural Kind...’.
Week 5 Implicit bias Saul, ‘Ranking Exercises in Philosophy...’
Week 6 Diversity in philosophy Dotson, ‘How is This Paper Philosophy?’.
Week 7 Epistemic injustice Fricker, ‘Epistemic Injustice’ (excerpts).
Week 8 Epistemic injustice Fricker, ‘Epistemic Injustice’ (excerpts).
Week 9 Feminist aesthetics Korsmeyer, ‘Perceptions, Pleasures, Arts...’.
Week 10 Feminist aesthetics Armstrong, ‘The Effects of Blackness...’.
Week 11 Objectification Nussbaum, ‘Objectification’.
Week 12 Objectification Haslanger, ‘On Being Objective...’.
Week 13 The female body Young, ‘Throwing Like a Girl’.
Week 14 Marriage and the state Brake, ‘Minimal Marriage...’.

3 Assessment and Grading
You will be required to turn in the following pieces of written work during the semester:

• Two short response papers (about 500-1000 words)
Your response papers should engage with a piece of assigned reading, and should primarily be con-

cerned with evaluation and analysis of the ideas and arguments therein.

• Two short research papers (about 500-1000 words)
Your research papers should consist in a summary and exposition of an article or book chapter related

to a course topic and not on the reading list.



• One final essay (about 2500-3000 words)
Your final essay will be a paper on a topic of your choosing. You may choose to write on a topic

that you have previously addressed in a short paper.

There will be no examinations in this class. Each of the short papers will count for 10% of your final grade.
The final essay will count for 50%. Of the remainder, 5% will be determined by class participation, and 5% will
be determined by your own self-assessment.

Late workwill be penalized at the rate of one grade increment per day. If you have good reason for requesting
an extension, please contact me as far in advance as possible to discuss it.

Deadlines
There are no formal deadlines for your short papers; the only condition is that you must submit four, on
different topics, by the end of the semester. I advise that you aim to turn in one every two weeks. The final
assignment is due on the last day of the semester. Drafts of final essays, which are optional, must be submitted
at least five days in advance of that deadline for review and feedback.

4 Aims and Objectives

Aims
This course aims to:

• acquaint students with a range of questions in feminst philosophy;

• give students a thorough understanding of the contemporary state of the subject;

• facilitate the application of philosophical thought on feminism to students’ engagements with the wider
world;

• allow students to build on and develop their core philosophical skills.

Objectives
By the end of this course, students should be able to:

• demonstrate coherent and detailed knowledge of central contemporary issues in feminist philosophy;

• deploy capacities for critical explication and presentation of arguments;

• demonstrate a conceptual understanding which enables the development and sustaining of an argument;

• describe and comment on particular aspects of recent research and/or scholarship;

• appreciate the uncertainty, ambiguity and limitations of knowledge in the discipline;

• make appropriate use of scholarly reviews and primary sources.

5 Policies
Policies go here, e.g. disability accommodation, academic honesty, electronic devices
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